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Month, we are thankful to the Hispanic
American heroes like Master Sergeant
Roy Benavides.

There were over 10,000 Hispanics
killed in Vietnam, 20 percent of the
casualties in Vietnam? And as our
brave men and women continue to
fight overseas in places like Iraq and
Afghanistan, we can be sure that
American Hispanics will continue to
serve this Nation and fulfill the motto
of General Douglas McArthur of duty,
honor and country.

——————

WIND CAVE NATIONAL PARK
BOUNDARY REVISION ACT OF 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUHL of New York). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentlewoman
from South Dakota (Ms. HERSETH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. HERSETH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank my colleagues who just
moments ago voted in support and
helped pass the Wind Cave National
Park Boundary Revision Act of 2005.

Wind Cave National Park is one of
our Nation’s oldest national parks and
one of the jewels of our National Park
system. Established over 100 years ago,
Wind Cave was the first cave in the
world to be set aside as a national
park.

At the turn of the 20th century, its
first explorers reported that the cave
was only 3 miles long. Well, that report
was a little off. Today, we know that
the cave has over 117 miles of mapped
tunnels; and explorers are still discov-
ering new passages. This makes it the
fifth largest cave in the world.

These passages contain many natural
treasures, rare and exceptional dis-
plays of boxwork, a honeycomb-shaped
formation that protrudes from the
cave’s ceilings and walls, as well as
other rare cave formations and a geol-
ogy that scientists are still working to
understand. Past Congresses have rec-
ognized the value of these treasures by
creating the park. Our ability to enjoy
them today is a testament to their
foresight.

With over 28,000 acres today, the park
surface is an impressive asset as well.
The Wind Cave National Park Bound-
ary Revision Act will help expand this
stewardship to include an additional
5,000 acres of mixed grass prairie, pon-
derosa pine forest and a dramatic river

canyon.
Home to native wildlife such as
bison, elk, pronghorn, mule deer,

coyotes and prairie dogs, the park is
one of the few remaining mixed grass
ecosystems in the country. The expan-
sion would be a natural extension of
this habitat and enhance the park’s
holdings.

This project began when the ranching
family that owns the land approached
the National Park Service over 3 years
ago. The Black Hills region of South
Dakota is developing rapidly, and rath-
er than allow the land to be developed
into subdivisions and strip malls, they
envisioned preserving it for future gen-
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erations. That initial discussion ex-
panded to the surrounding community,
State government and, eventually, the
United States Congress. The Bill’s ap-
proval in the Senate and its passage
here today are the fruits of those dis-
cussions.

In addition to receiving support in
the House of Representatives from my
two predecessors and myself, this bill
has enjoyed the bipartisan backing of
South Dakota’s Senators and South
Dakota Governor Mike Rounds. As the
expansion project has proceeded, inter-
ested parties have weighed in with
their concerns, and they have been an-
swered.

Wind Cave National Park has pro-
tected and preserved a national treas-
ure for over 100 years. The Wind Cave
National Park Boundary Revision Act
is an important step toward expanding
the park and enhancing its value to the
public so that visitors can enjoy it for-
ever.

I would like to extend my gratitude
again to my many colleagues who
voted for this legislation, and I look
forward to moving the proposed expan-
sion forward in the future.

——
HURRICANE KATRINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, my
heart goes out to those affected by the
tragic events of Hurricane Xatrina.
This disaster has presented challenges
we could not imagine only a few weeks
ago.

A major American city needs to be
rebuilt and hundreds of thousands of
Americans need to find new homes and
jobs. While this is a massive under-
taking, this does present a unique op-
portunity. I happen to think that we
should always look for a silver lining
in any tragedy that we come across.

We can build a better, stronger New
Orleans without losing the character
and charm that made the city so great
and alive, a New Orleans that can serve
as a model for other communities
throughout the country. We can build a
housing infrastructure that can help
end the awful poverty cycle that en-
traps too many Americans.

The rebuilding of this greet city will
provide jobs to people who desperately
need them. However, the administra-
tion has already adopted policies that
will hurt those that need our help the
most. The administration has sus-
pended the law requiring Federal con-
tractors to pay employees prevailing
wages.

By suspending the Davis-Bacon Act,
the President is shortchanging newly
unemployed Americans who are look-
ing to rebuild their lives. Meanwhile,
Government contractors can take ad-
vantage of cheap labor and drive up
profits.

The prevailing wage for construction
in the gulf region was among the low-
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est in the Nation before Katrina. With-
out Davis-Bacon enforcement, resi-
dents of the gulf region will be working
for less than a living wage.

Paying working families less per
hour saves taxpayers nothing. All the
money earned from shortchanging
workers goes into the profit margins of
Government contractors.

The people who are affected by
Katrina deserve the same competitive
wage protections as every other Amer-
ican worker. These people are willing
to work hard to rebuild their beloved
cities and their lives, and it is an insult
to pay them a substandard wage.

The rebuilding of our gulf coast has
the potential to be the greatest eco-
nomic development project of our time.
We can create 21st century transpor-
tation, housing, communications and
energy infrastructures for the region.
Some might remember during the De-
pression when we had the WPA work
program.

The people of New Orleans want to
work. The people of New Orleans want
to put their lives back together. Let us
give them their pride. Let us at least
give them a wage that they can live
with.

The rebuilding of the gulf coast
should create economic opportunities
for its residents, not an opportunity to
take advantage of people desperate to
rebuild their lives.

Mr. Speaker, we have already put the
interests of Government contractors
before those of the people of Iraq. It
would be a travesty to do the same for
the people of New Orleans.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SMART SECURITY AND THE
FREEDOM MARCH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, as we
all know, Sunday marked 4 years since
the painful terrorist attacks that
killed 3,000 Americans at the World
Trade Center, the Pentagon, and a field
in rural Pennsylvania. Sunday was a
day for solemn reflection and remem-
brance, but our Government, specifi-
cally the Department of Defense, threw
a propaganda party instead.

Sunday’s so-called Americans Sup-
port Your Freedom Walk included a
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